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NAMCO enters into overseas market with Speech Generating Device 

Communication Aid for United States 
‘TalkingAid Wireless’ Release from ZYGO Industries, Inc. 

   
 

 
 
 

On August 31 2006, NAMCO LIMITED, well known in the entertainment business, has entered 
into the overseas assistive technology market by contracting with ZYGO Industries, Inc. to 
distribute its Speech Generating Device into the U.S.   

As the first product, the ‘TalkingAid Wireless’, a U.S. model of a ‘TalkingAid’ Series Portable 
Communication Aid for persons with complex communication needs, will be released this fall.  

 
‘TalkingAid Wireless’ is a portable communication aid*1, for 

those who have complex communication needs for speaking and 
writing, such as those with cerebral palsy, nerve intractable 
disease, etc. By selecting keys on the keyboard, messages are 
created and spoken out instantly by a voice synthesizer and 
displayed on a LCD display. Telephone and e-mail communication 
is effected by the installation of an optional wireless card, 
designed specifically to take advantage of wireless technology. 

 
■ TalkingAid Wireless Characteristics  

Making best use of the user interface favored in Japan for many years, the device has been further 
upgraded with:  

・Word processor capabilities with PC connectivity for keyboard emulation to make the unit functional not 
only for daily needs but also for educational or business purposes. 

・Simple keyboard operation distinguishes it from the mainstream touch panel devices of other companies. 
・Accessible keyboard for those who have upper arm motor difficulties. Key settings include tremor 

control to avoid multiple inputs.  
・Rugged construction makes it highly resistant to drop, shock or moisture.  
・Color LCD, three font sizes, DECtalk speech synthesizer with a variety of 7 voices to match age and 

gender. 
・Scanning input※2 with 1 or 2 switches, for those who cannot use a keyboard.  

 
■ About ZYGO Industries, Inc  

ZYGO Industries, Inc. is a leading company in the Assistive Technology※3 field, providing 
communication aids and environmental control systems. With its headquarters in Portland, 
Oregon, ZYGO Industries, Inc. has a sales network throughout the United States, and provides 
full after-sales support. Positioned as a pioneer in the Assistive Technology industry for more than 
30 years, ZYGO Industries, Inc. has placed a major emphasis in its user support, which agrees 
with NAMCO’s posture in the assistive technology business. ZYGO Industries, Inc. will exhibit the 
TalkingAid Wireless for the first time at the 24th annual conference of Closing The Gap※4, held in 
Minneapolis from October 19 to October 21.  

 
With the TalkingAid Wireless as a foothold, NAMCO LIMITED will continue to expand the 
capabilities and models of communication aids, and work to create a market inside and outside of 
the country. Furthermore, we are eager to support positive participation in society by elderly people 
and those with disabilities by considering their multiple needs and the increasing demands of this 
IT society. 
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※1 This product can be purchased by public funds in the U.S., such as by Medicare and Medicaid. 
※2 For scanning input, there are 2 methods.; one is Auto scanning, where a cursor moves automatically on the 

on-screen keyboard and keys are selected with a switch, another is Step scanning, where a cursor is moved by 
one switch and items are selected by another switch. 

※3 Assistive Technology is ‘technology to assist in the lives of individuals with disabilities’. This term has been 
used in the U.S. and Europe, originally meaning artificial limbs or wheelchairs. With the increasing number of 
people with disabilities making use of PCs, this term also is used for alternative and augmentative 
communication devices. 

※4 Closing The Gap is one of the three major U.S. conferences that focuses on assistive technology.  
〔URL〕http://www.closingthegap.com/ 

 
【’TalkingAid Wireless’ Specifications】 
〔Dimensions〕W288/D225/H65 mm (W11.3/D8.9/H2.6 inches) 
〔Weight〕1.5 kg (3.3 pounds) 
〔Display〕LCD (640×240 dots), Maximum 34～175 characters on the display  
〔Operation Time per Charge〕8 consecutive hours after 8 hours charge 

(while not using AirCard or Backlight) 
〔Included〕Shoulder strap, AC adapter, Keyguard, Instruction manual 
〔Options〕SierraWireless® AirCard 775, Scanning switches, etc. 
 

【ZYGO Industries, Inc.  Overview】 
〔Founded〕1974 
〔Capital〕25,593USD 
〔Head Office〕16260 S.W. Upper Boones Ferry Road, Portland OR 97207-1008 USA 
〔Corporate Capabilities〕R&D, Manufacture and Sale (including import/export) of Assistive 
 Technology products 
〔URL〕www.zygo-usa.com 
〔Sales base〕California, Connecticut, and Iowa, etc. 
  

【‘TalkingAid’ Series】  
The ‘TalkingAid’ was released in 1985 as a pioneer Assistive Technology device in Japan. It has been 
very successful for 21 years. Since then, about 1,000 units have been shipped consistantly each year. 
In 2003, ‘TalkingAid IT’ was released for users expecting upgraded functionality, such as E-mail, 
telephone, Kanji dictionary and Word prediction. It expanded the outreach range of those who have 
not been able to go out alone. With the increasing number of elderly people who have suffered a 
cerebrovascular accident (stroke) or have Parkinson’s disease, the light and compact version 
‘TalkingAid Light’ was released in May 2005.  
TalkingAid is the starting point of NAMCO LIMITED’s welfare business, which includes 
development of rehabilitation machines for elderly people to enjoy and to improve their physical 
abilities, and the ‘Kaikaya’ daycare center. 
 
 The information in this press release is as of the released date and may be changed afterwards without 

notification. Please note. 
 On March 31, 2006, NAMCO LIMITED placed its main enterprise of operating amusement facilities 

under the restructured organization of Bandai NAMCO Group, integrated on September 29, 2005. 
 DECtalk is a trademark of Fonix Corporation. 


